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7 HEREAS the Poor, within that part of Great-Britain, 

called England, are become a grievous aud an encreaſing 
burthen. The Laws provided for their relief and em- 

ployment, tho' wiſely calculated, in their original inſti- 
| tution, having beep groſsly perverted; the maney raiſed” 
for their ſupport frequently miſapplied; and the alterations which 
have been made by parliament, at different times, in order to correct 


, 


the evaſions and abuſes of thoſe laws, ſo far from abating, having in 


many inſtances, thro* the artifices and _—_ of crafty, and intereſt- 
ed perſons, contributed to encreaſe the evil. And moreover, ſeveral 
charitable donations which have been made by pious, and well-dif- 


| poſed people, for the uſe and benefit of poor perſons, having by 


divers unlawful means, either been totally with-held from ſuch poor 
objects, or groſsly miſapplied.— FOR REMEDY of theſe evils; and 


particularly in order to form proper diſtricts in every county, for 


carrying into execution the various 1 8 of this act (the paro- 
chial Geiflons, being in general too ſmall for the extenſive objects 
which it comprehends). And in order to appoint, by ballot, Com- 
mittees conſiſting of perſons of character, integrity, and ability, ſuited 
to the ſeveral Joes of the act. To name officers of experience, 
judgment, and integrity, for executing and diſcharging the impor- 
tant ſervices, and truſts required of them.—And in order to repeak 
all the ſaid laws which are now ſubſiſting (after incorporating in this 
or another act, ſuch parts of them, as may be uſeful” in the execution 
of the ſeveral proviſions herein contained.)—And in order'to make, 
and eftabliſh one law of police, which may prevent idleneſs, dranken- 
neſs, and vagrancy, which may encourage poor perſons, whilſt in 
health, to contribute a ſmall part of their earnings, to a fund for 
maintaining them when oppreſt with fickneſs and infirmity, without 
being driven to the diſagreeable neceſſity of aſking pariſh relief; 
and which may correct all abuſes in charitable truſts. -Be effec- 
tual to encourage labour and induſtry : To compel thoſe to labour 
who are able to work: To protect, ſupport, and educate the infant 
poor, in principles of religion and morality. To puniſh ſuch of the 
poor as are idle, profligate, and abandon d. and to ſupport and che- 
riſh thoſe who are really neceſſitous, infirm, and impotent. 1 

May it pleaſe your majeſty that it may be enacted, &. 
FF 
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( 4) 
"  *COMMISSFONERS. 


To enact that a certain number of commiſſioners conſiſting of ſeven 
for each county, which ſhall be named in the act, ſhall ſet out and 
divide the reſpective counties, ridings, and diviſions ; and all the pe- 
euliar joriſdiQtions, cities, franchiſes, and liberties within that part of 
Great-Britain called England, which have ſeparate juſtices of peace 
and quarter ſeſſions under particular commiſſions, or by charter, and 
are too large for one diſtrit, into ſo many diſtricts, conſiſting of a 
certain number of pariſhes and townſhips, laying near or contiguous 

to each other, (not leſs than five, nor more than ten) as the ſaid com- 
miſſioners ſhall judge proper, (The townſhips which maintain their 

own poor ſeperately from the pariſh at large, and alfo all extra paro- 
 chial places, to be included in thoſe diſtricts within which they lay, 

or to which they are moſt conveniently fituated,) (See note No, 17 


That the commiſſioners ſhould meet as ſoon as convenient after paſſ- 

ing the act, and when they have taken the oath to be prefcribed in the 
| af, for the due diſcharge of their duty; they ſhould proceed to elect 
a chairman, to appoint a clerk or agent to attend and affiſt them in 
the buſineſs, and in procuring from the ſeveral overſeers of the poor, 
who ſhould be directed to aſſiſt them, a plan of the ſeveral pariſhes, 
townſhips, and places which maintain their own poor, ſhewing their 
ſituation and contiguity. | 


Tube commiſſioners, or any five or more of them, when they have 
"formed their diſtricts, ſhould fix the ſalaries for the diſtrict agents, and 
the number and qualifications of the committee men: alſo the qualifi- 
eations of thoſe who are to elect them for each diſtri, having regard 
to the ſituation and extent of the diſtri, and to the circumſtances 

and number. of perſons reſiding within it, who may be proper to con- 

ſtitute ſuch committee; alſo to fix the time and place Be taking the 
ballot for the firſt committee, 


IJ .o require the commiſſioners, when they have finiſhed the buſineſs 
eien for them, to report the whole of their proceedings by 
Writing under their hands and ſeals, to the juſtices at their quarter ſef- 
fions, and forthwith deliver ſuch report to the clerk of the Peace for 
"the county, &c. who ſhould be directed to cauſe it to be printed, as 
ſoon as poſſible, and to ſend a copy thereof to every acting juſtice, 
and alſo to every high conſtable within fuch limit, who ſhould be re- 
your to communicate it to the overſeers of the poor within each 
rift, and deſcribe to them the names of the pariſhes and placey 

which form the diſtrict wherein they are ſituated, 1 
Io reftrain the commiſſioners in ſeting out and dividing 2 
triets, 


D 


1 


tricts, from altering the boundaries or otherways interfering with any 
hundreds, diſtricts, or places, already incorporated by act of parlia- 
ment, for the purpoſes of providing for the poor, unleſs ſuch com- 
miſſioners ſhall obtain the conſent of the majority of the governors, 
guardians, or other perſons having the power of making bye laws, 
rules, orders and regulations, within ſuch hundreds, diſtricts or places, 
to be ſignified under the common ſeal of ſuch reſpeRiye corporations, 
in which caſe they ſhould be at liberty to alter the ſame, and make 
ſuch regulations as ſhould be agreed upon, by their common conſent, 


To direct that the juſtices of peace at the next quarter - ſeſſions, af- 
ter the commiſſioners ſhall have made their report, ſhall order their 
treaſurer to pay to the commiſſioners, ſuch ſums of money, for their 
reaſonable ex „ as they ſhall bona fide have d, and alſo 
to pay ſuch ſums to the reſpective clerks of the peace, and other per- 
ſons employed by the commiſſioners as aforeſaid, for their trouble and 
expences in the execution of the act as to them ſhall ſeem reaſonable; 
and the treaſurer ſhould be allowed the ſame in his accounts. 


The Juſlices ſhould at the ſame time fix the day for the ballot for 
the firſt county committee. (See Note, No. 2.) | 


DISTRICT COMMITTEE, 


. The act to direct the Juſtices of peace at their teſpective quarter- 
ſeſſions, which ſhall be holden next after the — — ſhall haye 
made their report, to nominate two juſtices of peace who act within 
each diſtri, to preſide at the ballot for chuſing the committee within 
their reſpective diſtricts; and alſo to nominate a proper perſon to take 
the poll at ſuch ballot, within each diſtrict, and to certify his name and 
place of abode to the ſaid two juſtices; and alſo to the high conſtable 
acting within each diſtrict, who ſhould communicate ſame to 
every overſeer of the poor within their diſtricts. | = 


That every perſon attending the meeting, and qualified accordin 
to the commiſſioner's report, = ballot for the choice of the diſtri 
_— þ wp deliver _ 4 or glaſs fs be provided for = 
purpoſe e perſons appointed for taking t ll, the names, ad- 
ditions, and places of abode of ſo many perſons — as aforeſaid, 
as the committee according to the ſaid report is to conſiſt of, faitly 
written upon paper and folded up. And the better to enable perſons 
who intend to offer their poll at ſuch ballot, to form a jud t of 
thoſe who are thought proper for the office, the names of all perſons 
who are intended to be ballotted for, . ſhould be required to be tranſ- 
mitted to the clerk ſo appointed to take the poll, fix days at leaſt be- 
fore the day appointed for taking 1 poll, which clerk, ſhould be — 
1827 3 qui 


(4s). 


1580 to entet their names immediately after they ſhall be Keel. 
in à book to be kept for that purpoſe; but not to inſert one name mor: 
- than once, though it ſhould appear in different liſts; and to ſhew the 
ſaid book to any Serben qualified to vote, and to deliver a copy to any 
ſueh perſon if required; after the time of delivering in fuch liſts of 
« Hames ſhall be expired, written in alphabetical order, upon being = 
for the ſame, after the rate of 3 every ene) names w 


"wed liſt Gant contain, | 


; That as 650 as the poll mall % cloſed the juſtices — 5 
ſhonld be directed to nominate two perſons then preſent, as ſcrutineers, 
and deliver to them the liſts, ſo preſented, with directions forthwith to 
proceed upon the ſcrutiny, and caſt up the number of votes for each 
committee candidate, and report the names of thoſe perſons who àp- 
pear to be elected, to the ſaid juſtices, at ſuch time and place as they 
*Thall -appint to receive them, and at the ſame time deliver in a * 
of the number of yew offered for each candidate. 5 


perſon a pointed for taking the poll ſhould attend the be juſtices 
T te # pal of their receiving the report, when they ſhould immediate- 
oint the time and place for the firſt meeting of tlie committee, 
& the clertwho took the poll, to Siye potice thereof to every 
and elected upon ſuch committee. + + 


The act to direct that the diſtrict committee ſhall meet at the time 
8 and place appointed by the two juſtices, and after takin ng an. Oath to 
de preſcribed by the act, (which will be ſpecified in the Appendix, 
bee note; No. z.) for the proper diſcharge of their duty, they ſhould 
to des a Chairman, and afterwards a diftri& agent, by ballot, 
in manner aforeſaid, and to fix the place for the reſidence of ſuch agent, 
and for the committee to meet at, as near the centre of the diſtrict, as 
\ conveniently may be; and alſo to fix the days for holding their meeting 
in every month in the year; and that they. ſhould alſo at ſuch fivtt 
meeting, appoint by agreement among themſelves, a rota of their 
a ve attendances, at eaeh monthly meeting, for their mutual con- 
venience, ſpeeifyipg the names of thoſe, not leſs than five, who 
ſhoùld attend on cach committee-day, and if they ſhall not unani- 
mouſly agree therein, the chairman-to fix the ſame, and in eaſe any 
member of the committee ſhould make default in attending ſuch firit 
meeting, or any ſuch monthly committee, at the hour appointed, 
according to ſuch notice and rota of duty, he ſhould forfeit the ſum 
_ — for every ſuch neglect, to be paid into the hands of the diſ- 
at, and to be applied by him towards diſchatging the'expen- 
the committee meetings; and the ſurplus, if any, at the end 
of the Neat, W be "my in bod 2 erp as ay drr u mod 
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©" "They; ſhould; alſo, at their firſt meeting; direct their diſtrict agent 
to tranſmit. to the county clerk and treaſurer, an accurate account, 
of the medium r's rates for each pariſh and 48 calculated from 


the returns lately made to parliament, after they ſhall haye been in- 


ſpetied and examined by the diſtrict agent, and ſettled and correfted 


where neceſſary by. the diſtri, committee. 


The diſtrict committe, after calling upon the agent, for his return 
of the ſtate of the poor, of the work houſes, rates, 0 
which he is required to lay before them, ſhould: proceed. to conß 

the late, and particularly the ſtate and condition of the infant, aged, 
infirm, and impotent poor, within each pariſh ; and if there ſhall be 
work houſes ſuitable. for them within the diſtri, ta order ſuch of the 
poor as may be proper to be placed in houſes, to. be ſent thither, or 
if there, are none, to be put into houſes to be hired for that purpoſe 
untill more convenient accommodations can be provided for them; and 
the diſtrict committee, if they find a deficiency of work houſes, for, 
employing the yes ſhould be impowered to build new ones, or hire 
buildings which may. be convenient, and convert them into work, 
houſes, for the employment of ſuch poor perſons as may be fit to be 
confined to work houſes, or they may at their diſcretion hire out the 
labour of poor perſons. to manufacturers, or. other perſops, who 
will undertake to employ them out of the work houſes, _ _-..., 


Ie diſtrict committee ſhould have power to diſcharge the overſeer, 
conſtable or headborough ſo directed to be choſen, as hereafter mention- 
ed, for neglect of duty, or other miſbehaviour. 1 
The diſtrict committee ſhould: alſo receive from their clerk, at every. 
meeeting, an account of the number, condition, and employment of 
their poor, examine the accounts of the expences attending them, and, 
give ſuch directions to the agent for the future management, and, 
employment of them, as they ſhall judge moſt proper. | 


uo They ſhould alſo p pare A ate of the whole expences of the diſ- 
trict, at the end of each month, and make an eſtimate of the proba- 


ble expences within each diſtrict, for the next month. 


© They ſhould alſo examine the accounts of the diftridt agent, and the 
overſeers, and allow the ſame, if they approve them. . 


N 


They ſhould alſo conſider the flate of the different wat 


within the diſtrict, the number of .perſons contained therein, and the 


manner in whietf they are employed; and to find, if poſſible, better. 
means of employing them by contract, for their labour, (See Nete, Ne. 
4.) or in fach othef manner as they ſhall think fit. They ſhould en- 
quire particularly into the age, and ſtate of the infarlt poor, and pro- 

8 cure 


3. — , 
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inſerted in the appendix to the bill. | 


(8 ) 


cure them to be examined, at proper times, by able and judicious 
perſons, reſpecting their abillity and aptitude for receiving inſtruction, 
who ſhonld report their obſervations upon them to the committee; and 
the committee ſhould confider which of them in each diſtri, may be 
proper to be continued, and employed in the work-houſes, or other- 
wiſe within the diſtrict; and which of them, if any, may be proper 
to be taken into a county houſe or ſeminary, when any ſuch ſhall be 
provided, jn order to receive a different education, which may qualify 
them for the ſea, or other public ſervice, or for mercantile ſtations; and 
the committee ſhould report ſuch ſpecial matter, with their opinion 
thereupon to the county committee. © | | 


* 


Every diftrit committee ſhould alſo, ten days at leaſt before the end 


*of the year, apply to two juſtices of the peace, aRing within their 
e 


diſtrict, to pteſide at the new ballot, for the diſtrict committee, and 
after conſulting them, cauſe notice to be given, in manner before direct- 
ed as to the firſt committee, of the time and place for taking ſuch new 
ballot, which juſtices, ſhould give ſuch directions for the ballot, and 
preſide at the poll, in like manner as herein before mentioned concern- 
ing the ſaid firſt ballot, | | | 


That in every ſuch ſubſequent annual ballot, the diſtrict agent, for the 


time being, ſhould give the notices, receive the previous liſts, take the 
Il. and do every thing which the clerk is hereby directed to do at the 
id firſt ballot; and every perſon balloting for ſuch new committee, 


rn one half of the on commirte; and one half 


of other perſons, qualified as aforeſaid ; but none of the old committee 


ſhould be obliged to ſerve more than two years ſucceſſively, without 
their conſent, and the chairman . ſach ballot ſhould appoine 
cloſed, and proceed in the 


the ſcrutineers, as ſoon as ſuch poll ſhall 
fame manner as herein before directed, with reſpect to the chairman at 
the ſaid firſt ballot, | * ; 


The diſtrict committee ſhould alfo at the end of every three months, 


(a fortnight at leaſt before the meeting of the county committee, as 
hereafter appointed,) make up an account of the money received and 
expended within the diſtrict during that time, and alſo prepare an 


eſtimate, in the beſt manner they can, from the returns of the-overſeers 


of the poor, or any other information they can get, of the probable 
expences on account of the poor, for the three months then next fol- 
lowing, and report the ſame to ſuch county committee. 


Rules and orders; for the direction of all maſters of. workhouſes, and 


the inferior officers, and ſervants, and for the government of the ſeveral 
ons to be admitted therein, ſhould be well formed and digeſted, and 


218. 
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| before the meeting of the committee; and if any 


( 9) 
DISTRICT AGENT. 


The Diſtrict Agent ſhould be choſen by the firſt committee, and 
continued if approved, or another elected, in the ſame manner as the 
firſt, by every new committee, and ſhould give ſuch ſecurity as the 
committee ſhould approve, for his duly accounting for the money he 
receives. 8 1 | 2 


His duty ſhould be from time to time to viſit and ſuperintend the 
workhouſes, to make as ſoon as poſſible, a ſtate in writing of all the 
workhouſes within the diſtrict; and alſo of the circumſtances and fitu-. 
ation of every poor perſon, who receives or is in need of pariſh relief, 
within each pariſh or place, deſcribing whether within or out of the 
work houſe, and whether they have any, and what n alſo 
the ages or infirmities of cach perſon, and the number and age of 
their children, if any: Alſo what penſions or allowances have been 
made them, by the overſeers, and every other particular which he may 


think neceſſary for the information of the committes, or which they - 


may require from him. 


F 


He ſhould alſo ſtate the expences of the poor in the ers ceding 
Month, and the probable expences in the — Month, in ord 
that the committee may give the neceſſary information thereof to the 
county committee, He ſhould alſo call upon the overſeers for the aſ- 
ſeſſments and accounts of the expences attending the poor in every 
pariſh, &c. within the diſtri, during the three years for which the 
returns have been made to parliament, and alſo for the laſt year, which 
accounts the overſeers or perſons who have the cuſtody of them, ſhould 
be required to produce; and when he has compared the three years 
accounts upon which the returns were made, with ſuch returns; if 
there ſhall appear any omiſſion or miſrepreſentation, he ſhould report 
them to the diſtrit committee, who ſhould enquire into the ſame, 


and be —— to inveſtigate and correct it, and if they find any 
A 


thing whic| ppears wilful, and of magnitude ſufficient to be repre- 
hended and puniſhed by legal proceedings, the diſtrict committee ſhould 


report ĩt to the county committee, 


The diſtrict agent ſhould hear the complaint of pavpers and relieve 
them, or give directions to the overſeer for that purpots, if neceſſary, 
velling on 

the road, or through any town or plage, upon his awful on, 
ſhould by accident, or ſickneſs, be rendered unable to proceed on his 
journey, he ſhould be immediately relieved, in ſuch manner as his 
neceſſities require, by the overſeer of the place where he ſhall then be; 


and ſuch overſeer ſhould with all convenient fpeed, repreſent the ſame 
to the diſtri? agent, who ſhould ſee chat every proper aceommoda - 


tion is provided for him. 


is to contribute to the ſum with which the ſaid di 


formed 
perfon. ey 
| And 


( 10 )) 

The diſtrict agent in all matters of doubt and difficulty, ſhould con- 
ſult any member or members of the committee, who may happen. to 
be near him, and act under their advice, till the next committee 
meeting, and then report ſuch matters to the committee, with all the 


Kircumſtances attending them. 


The diftri& agent, as ſoon as he receives from the committee the 
order for the quarterly contributions from the diſtri for which he 
acts, ſhould immediately calculate and compute the proportion, 
which each pariſh, townſhip, and place, maintain its own poor, 


and after ſuch propoxtions have been made by him, and examin'd and 


; Swe bg the committee, he ſhould fignify the amount thereof to 
eer of ev 


the. overſeer. of every ſuch pariſh, townſhip, or place, who ſhould 
collect the ſame, by three monthly aſſeſſments, by virtue of an or- 


der from the diſtrict committee. (Sec note, No. 5.) 5 


He ſhould, previous to the monthly meeting of the diſtrict com- 
mittee, examine and ſettle the ſeveral overſeers accounts, and receive 
the ballances of money which ſhall appear to be in their hands, and 
remit the ſame to the county clerk. and treaſurer, and lay an abſtract 
of ſuch accounts before the committee, together with an account of 
all money owing in reſpect of the poor, and of the rates unpaid, if 
any, in each pariſh, townſhip, or place, within the diſtri, (which 


accounts every overſeer ſhould be required to make out and deliver 


78 OVER S. EE R 8. and CONS T A B LE S, 


by * 7 IT: WI a6? 13% * 1 1 lug 3 . f 
Ihe a& to direct that the occupiers of lands, &c. in each parts pay = 


ing to the poors rates for lands, &c, of the yearly value of 2ol. ſhould - 


elect. by þallot, in the manner hereby preſcribed for the other ballots, 
as ſoon as conveniently may be, after the ſaid commiſſioners ſhall have 
Heerde zeparts: a. perſon Whem they ſhall think well qualified to 
erve the office, and do the buſtheſs' hereby required of oyerfeer of the 
poor, who ſhould be allowed, if they think it neceſſary, a ſmall an- 
gual'ſalary.for his trouble, in augmentation to the allowance here- 
after diteced to. he wade.to- him, for collecting the forfeitures and 
penalties, taxes, and ſunday toll... 5 


- > Andanother fit perſan inquld alſo be choſen at the ſame time, and in 


the ſama manner; to execute the office of conſtable or headborough for 
the aum places; and in pariſhes zud places where the duty, in the 
judgment gf. tu zuſtices of peace, actin within the diſtrict, where 
ſagþ pariſh, os place 3s fitnated will not be tog conſiderable to be per. 

[ by one”pefſoh, thoſe two offices may be united in the fame 


rict is charg d; 
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And every ſuch. coriſtableſo elected, ſhould be allowed a.ſalary, to 
be fixed by thoſe who elect him, and approved by the diſtriẽt commit- 


tee; which ſalary ſhouid be paid by the county treaſurer, dut of the 
caſual and contingent fund hereby provided. fee nete, Ne. G. eee 


That the miniſter. of the pariſh ſhould fix the day and place for tak- 
ing ſuch ballot, and ſhould preſide at every ſuch election, and appoint 
a perſon to take the poll, and alſo ſcrutineers to examine and repo 
the numbers upon the ballot, in ſuch manner as before directed con- 
cerning the other ballots tug p fan er 0 
e W „gen . Pe”; 3 
As diſputes may ariſe whether perſons offering to ballot have the re- 
quiſite qualifications, three perſons ſhould. be nominated by a majority 
6f thoſe preſent, Who have a. right. to vote, before th 
gins, as judges to determine all ſuch diſputes. . _ _ 


byy x , 


: * 


Upon the death or removal of any ſuch overſeer, conſtable, or 


headborough, the inhabitants of the pariſh: or place for which he ſerved 
ſhould fortinvich proceed in like manner to elect another in his Read. 


The overſeers ſhould explain to the diſtri agent, and alſo to the 


diſtrict committee, if required, the account of the three years expene | 


ces, in reſpect of the poor, which have been returned to parliament, _ 


le ſhould ſend to the diſtrict agent copies of thoſe returns, alſo 


a copy of the aſſeſſments for the year ending at Eater, 1786, and of 
the overſeer's accounts, for that and the three preceding years, and he 
ſhould be paid what is reaſonable for tranſctibing them by the diſtrict 
agent. . ̃ e 1h Weds es 
He ſhould repreſent the ſtate and ſituation of ſuch paupers as ſhall 
from dime to time aſk for relief to the diſtri agent, and in caſes of ne- 
ceſſity and preſent diſtreſs, he may relieve them before he obtains an 
order for that purpoſe. | e 


He ſhould make the aſſeſſments monthly, in the uſual manner, for 
the ſum directed to be raiſed by the order, of the diſtri& committee, 
(which is to be certified to every overſeer by the. diſtrict agent, when 
the ſame has been examined and approved by the ſaid committee)” and 


the diſtrict commitree,- or the diſtrict agent. 


He ſhould give ſecurity to the ſatisfaction of: the diſtrict committee, 
for his duly accounting for all the money which he ſhall receive. 


he ſhould apply it in ſuch payments as he ſhall be directed to make, by | 


7 


„He ſhould; keep d ter in x book to be. provided for that | 
- Pole; im -a forth ta be ſertled, by the diſtrict agent, and apprared bf 


the 


e ballot be- 
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| the diſtri committee; an account of all receipts and payments, in 


reſpect of the poor, to be ſettled by the diftrit agent: and the bal- 
lance ſhould be paid into his hands by the overſeer, at the end of e- 
very month; and the diftrit agent ſhould abſtract them into one ac- 
count, and lay ſuch abſtract before the diſtrict committee, at the end 
of every quarter, ten days at leaft before the meeting of the county 

The overſeer ſhould alſo collect and receive the ſeveral new taxes 
by this or any ſubſequent act, authoriſed to be laid and impoſed upon 
2 keeping dogs, and upon ſunday turnpike tolls, and alſo the 


everal forfeitures and penalties which by virtue of this or any fub- 
ſequent act of parliament may be thought fit to be given, for the be - 


t of the poor, and for an encouragement of the great objects to 


which they are made applicable, as hereafter- mentioned. | 
And the overſcers ſhonld be allowed to receive one ſhilling in the 


pound, out of the money ſo collected for his trouble therein. (See 
' The act ſhould alſo direct, that the conſtable ſhould aſſiſt the over- 
wr pork occaſions, in the diſcharge of the duty required of him 


The act ſhould direct by proviſo, that nothing therein contained 


ſhould alter or affect the powers, which overſeers or conſtables, under 


their preſent appointments, are inveſted with, in cities, boroughs, or 


towns corporate, reſpecting the rights of citizens, freemen, or bur- 
es, * of eleQion of — of parliament, or of any of- 
cers within ſuch cities, boroughs, or towns corporate, but that o- 
verſeers and conſtables, in all fuch places, ſhould be nominated, e- 
lected, and appointed for thoſe. purpoſes, in the manner they have 
uſually been, | . 2 | 


COUNTY COMMITTEE. 


The act ſhould direct a county committee to be choſen, which 
ſhould conſiſt of ſo many members as there ſhall be diſtricts, within 


the county &c. qualified with eſtates of the clear yearly value of 300/. 


they ſhould be elected by the perſons who conſtitute the ſeveral diſtrict 
committees, within each county &c. on a day and at a place to be fix'd 
by the court of quarter ſeſſions for each connty &c. as aforeſaid, by 
ballot, to be taken in the manner herein before directed, concerning the 
diſtrict committees, and that on the day of election, (previous to the 
ballot,) the ſeveral perſons preſent, who ſhall be mem of the ſaid 
diſtri committees, frould c 

to preſide at ſuch ballot, and the elerk of the peace ſor ſuch —1 


ooſe from amongſt themſelves a chairman. 
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( 13 ) BY 
ſhould be directed to take — 1 ; and at the cloſe thereof, the chair- 


man ſhould nominate two ons preſent, for ſerutineers, who ſhould - 
immediately proceed in the manner herein before directed, concerning 
the diſtrict committees, and make their report to the chairman, at the 
time and place he ſhall appoint for receiving the ſame ; which com- 
mittees ſhould continue till new ones ſhould be choſen, in like manner, 
in the year following, upon the like notices, and with the like qualifi- 
cations ; and ſo ſucceſſively from year to year; but in every ſuch new 
committee, one half of the gentlemen conſtituting the preceeding com- 
mittee, ſhould be named in every liſt, to be delivered in at ſach ballot ; 
and no gentlemen ſhould be oblig'd to ſerve. on that committee more 
than two years ſucceſſively, without his conſent. | hes 
The county committtee ſhould” be directed to meet at a day to be 
named by the chairman who preſided at the ballot, (which ſhould be 
notified. to each of the committee, as alſo their election, by the clerk 
of the pony for the. county,) and afterwards they ſhould meet quar- 
terly, the day before each general quarter ſeſſions of the peace, at 
the place where ſuch quarter ſeſſions ſhall be holden, to receive re- 
rts from the ſeveral diftri& committees, as to the ſeveral matters 
— before directed, and all others which they ſhall find neceſſaty to 
lay before them, they ſhould at their firſt meeting elect a chairman to pre- 
fide at their meetings; and alſo the clerk of the peace, treaſurer of the 
county, or ſome other proper perſon, to be their clerk and treaſurer ; 
and they ſhould fix the ſalary for him, not exceedin per annum, 
nor leſs than per annum. The elections of ſuch chairman, and 
of the clerk and treaſurer, to be made by ballot, in the manner here- 
in- before directed concerning the other ballots, unleſs two-thirds at 
leaſt of the members of the ſaid county committee, who ſhall be 
preſent at ſuch meeting, ſhall concur in the nomination of them. 


That after appointing ſuch chairman, and the clerk and treaſurer, 
— ſhould fix a rota for the attendance, of not leſs than ſeven of 
ſuch committee, on the days ſo appointed for their quarterly meetings, 
and alſo the place and hour at which they ſhall meet, and if any mem- 
ber of the county committee ſhould negleR to attend at the time and 
place ſo appointed, (unleſs prevented by ſickneſs or ſome unavoidable 
accident) he ſhould forfeit the ſum of rol. to be paid into the hands 
XX ot the ſaid clerk and treaſurer, and applied in defraying the expences 

of the county committees, at their Fad meetings ; and the remainder, 
if any, at end of the year, to be applied for ſuch uſes and pur- 
poſes, as the county committee ſhould direct. 4% 


The county committee ſhould order the county clerk and treaſur- 

er, fairly to enter the account before directed to be made out and 

delivered to him by the diſtrict agent, in a book Wr 
R | VI 
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vided and kept for that pripoſe, that the county committ | * 
recourle to them when neceſſaryp. e e 10 


- 
33 


The county committee after examĩning and conſidering the reports 


from the ſeveral diſtrict committees, refpecting the retùrns made to 
parliament by the overfeers ; if they obſerve any omiſſions, miſtepre- 
ſentations or errors therein, Would take every proper means to in- 
veſtigate the ſame, and to cauſe the medium proportions for the ſaid 


three years to be made as perfect as poflible; and if there ſhall appear 


to have been any wilfull miſtakes, concealments or miſrepreſenta- 
tions therein, they ſhould direct the neceſſary proceedings for enforcin 

the penalties and puniſhments, authorized Fairefted to be levied and 
inflicted the offenders for the ſu mee. 


a * 


I he act to direct that every pariſh and place maintaining its own 


zor, ſhall contribate to the general county poor rates, in proportion to 
e ſums which they paid on account of their poor, on a medium of 
the ſaid three years, for which the ſaid returns were made to parlia- 
ment, after the ſame ſhall have been inſpected, ſettled, and adjuſted 


The county committee, after conſidering the ſeveral returns, and 
examining and correcting the errors, if any, ſhould fix and aſcertain 
the proportions which every diſtrict ſhall in future contribute to 4 

iven ſum, viz. (100 l.)] and certify the ſame to the diſtrict agent, 
who ſnould forthwith ſettle: and adjuſt the proportions, which each 
pariſh. and place ſhould contribute thereto, according to the medium ſo 
to be fixed as aforeſaid, and lay them before the diſtrict committee 
for their inſpection and approbation. - Bai) ib 70 


The county committee ſhould at their quarterly meetings examine, 
and inſpect the accounts of the county — and treaſurer, and allow 
the ſame; if they find them juſt; and they ſhould alſo inſpett and 
ſuperintend the accounts of the diſtrict agents, and the overſeers of: 

poor, and if they obſerve any miſtakes or inaccuracies therein, 
gol ſhould repreſent the ſame to the diſtrict committee, that they may 
be more minutely examined and corrected by them. 


- The county committee ſhould conſider, from the reports of the 
diſtrict committees, and from their own. obſervations, what public 
buildings, as hoſpitals. for the ſick and infirm poor, or as ſeminaries 
fox the inſtruction and education of poor children, or as boſpitals 
for the reception of ĩdeots, lunatics, or inſane perſons may be neceſſary 
to be provided, for the general uſe of the county, in order to carry 
the- ſeveral purpoſes of the act more completely into execution; and 
ſhould have power, after fully conſidering the ſame, and procuring, 
proper plans and eſtimates to be made, to contract for the building, 


Enndg up, and furniſhing the Taine, In the plaineſt and moſt œcono- 


mical manner; and the county committec ſhould have power to bor- 


row 
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row money at intereſt, on the credit of the county poor rates, heres 
by authoriſed to be laid, and of the caſual and contingent fund, 
hereby provided for the building, furniſhing, and maintaining ſuch 
hoſpitals, or feminarics, as they ſhall ſo judge neceſſary and conve- 
nient to be built and provided; but no county poor tate ſhould be 
made applicable to thoſe purpoſes, when it ſhall exceed three fourth 
patts of the ſum, ſo to be fixed- as aforeſaid, as the medium annual 
ſum for contribution for the diſtricts, pariſhes, and places aforeſaid. 
The county committee ſhould at their quarterly meetings after ex- 
amining and conſideting the reports from the ſeveral diſtrict commit- 
tees, and the ſeveral. eſtimates, which may be laid before them; fix 
and aſſeſs the groſs ſum to be raiſed for the poor within their reſpective 
Counties, during the three months then next enfuing, and the county 
clerk and treaſurcr ſhould certify the ſame to every diſtrict agent, and 
the proportion thereof which each diſtrict ſhould contribute thereto, 
according to the proportions ſo to be fixed as aforeſaid, which diſtri 
agent ſhould forthwith communicate the ſame to every overſeer of the 
poor within his diſtri as herein-before mentioned. ' - | 


The county committee after aſſeſſing as aforeſaid, the money to be 
raiſed for the uſe. of the poor in each diſtri, ſhould aſſeſs by a ſepe- 
rate rate, the groſs ſum which in their judgment will be fit and neceſ- 
ſary to be railed by the county rates, for paying the ſeveral expences 
uſually levied by a county rate as herein after mentioned, and make 
an order upon the county clerk and treaſurer, to raife the ſame within 
the ſeveral diſtricts, in the proportions they are to contribute to the 
poors rate, after the ſame has been ſo regulated as aforeſaid, and they 
mould employ the money arifing from that rate, to the purpoſes for 
which it is made applicable by this act, in ſuch manner as the cqunty 
committee ſhould dire. Win bas Lan. 4x" Pkg 

The county committee ſhould alſo. make an order upon the county 
clerk and treaſurer, directing the application of ſo mach of the money 
ariſing from the ſaid „ contingent fund, as they ſhall find 
convenient and neceſſary, for the various purpoſes to which the ſame is 
, ad ors ts oi a 
Ihe act to direct by proviſo, that no perſon above ſeventy 
age, ſhould be oblig d to ſerve upou any of the committees, unleſs he 
chooſes it. r 
And alſo that no perſon ſhould be capable of holding any office under 
this act, who keeps Ia or public eo (ODT Ss — 
| PENALTIES and FORFEITURES. 


Po enact that from and after thy 29th day of Sep. 1787, there be 
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the education and employment of poor children; for 


. venue of exciſe, by reducing the n of ale-houſes, 


( 16 } ; 
paid'to every overſeer of the poor and his ſucceſſors, in every pariſh, 


_ townſhip and 2 within that part of Great Britain call'd Ex 


land; in 
order to eſtabliſh a caſyal and contingent fund; for the purpoſes here- 


after mentioned, all penalties and forteitures incurred or to be incurred 


- 


perſons npon forteiture of recognizances, given or to be given on 
obtaining licences for ſelling ale and victuals, of T iven 


or to be given for keeping the peace, or for proſecuting felons, — Alſo 


all penalties aud forfeitures incurr'd or to be incurred, by virtue of any 


law now in being, or hereafter to be made, ſor the preſervation of deer, 


and game, or touching or concerning vagrants, or common be — 
And alſo all penalties and forfeitures to be incurred under or by — of 


this act, (here may be enumerated many other penalties and forſeitures 


under ſuch particular acts, as are beneficial to the community, and loſe 


much of their effect, ſor want of having thoſe ties and forfeitures 


enforced), which penalties and forfeitures ſhould be collected and 
received by the overſcer of the poor, for the time being, (who ſhoald 
be allowed 17. in the pound for collecting them.) (See Note, No, 7.) 


Every overſeer ſhould take ſuch meaſures for the recovery thereof, 
as the law directs, and keep a ſeparate account of the money ſo to be 
collected, and pay it from time to time, into the hands of the county 


treaſurer, who ſhould apply the ſame under the direction of the county 
committee, for the purpoſes herein-after mentioned, 3 


APPLICATION of the CASUAL and CONTINGENT FUND, 


To ena that the money arifing from the forfeitures and penalties 
before-mentioned, and all other money directed by the act to conſtitute 
the caſual and contingent fund, fhall be applied from time to time un- 
der the direction of the county committee, to the following purpoſes, 
viz. for the encouragement of the Friendly Societies, kJ, Sunday 
Schools, in the manner herein-after directed; for —_———— for 

ing hoſpitals, 
for the reception accommodation of the fick, aged, infirm, and 
impotent poor, who may be proper to be removed from the diſtricts 
wherein they reſide; for contributing with other Counties, to the 


erection of hoſpitals, for the reception and accommodation of ideots, | 
lunaticks, and inſane perſons, where they ſhall be wanted; for paying 4 
for 


falaries to the overſeers and conſtables, as herein · mentioned, an 
paying the compenſation to his Majefty for the diminution of the re- 


TAXES 
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| TAXES UPON DOGS, 4 
0 ena that from and after the 29th Day of Sept. 1787, there be 
paid unto the overſeer of the poor, and his ſucceſſors, 5 Pariſh 


townſhip and place, within that part of Great-Britain, 

by every perſon who ſhall keep any hound, greyhound, ſetting dog, 
pointer, ſpaniel, or other dog, the ſeveral yearly ſums following, as 
an encouragement of the ſeveral objects hereafter- mentioned, to 
which thoſe ſums are hereby directed to be applied, that is to ſay, 
For every pack of. hounds 5l. For every 108. 6d. For 


every ſetting dog 10s. 6d. 7 For every pointer, ſpaniel, and other 


dog, uſed for finding. or running game, 5s. For every other d 
—— or ſpecies ſoever,. Io a 28, 6d, 'To be aſſeſſed 
collected and levied by the overſeer of the poor, in ſuch manner as 

poor's rates are by virtue of this act authorized and directed to be 


aſſeſſed, collected and levied, and he ſhould be allowed 18. in the 


day tolls. (Sec Note, No. 8.) 
SUNDAY TOLLS 


It ſhould alſo enact, that there be paid to every overſeer of the 
poor, or to ſuch perſon as he ſhall authonze to receive the ſame, 
every perſon who ſhall ride, lead, or drive any horſe, carriage, or ca 
thro any toll-gate or toll-bar, erefted, or to be erected, upon, or be- 
longing to any turnpike road within the limits aforeſaid, on the. Sab- 
2 „ an additional toll, equal to that which is or ſhall be autho- 
rized to be collected and ved for the uſe of ſuch turnpike road, 
except in reſpect of perſons going to, or returning from their pariſh 
church, or other uſual place of worſhip, and except at toll-gates, or 
toll-bars, where additional tolls are already authorized and directed 
to be taken on Sundays, for 22 purpoſes by virtue of any law 
now in being; and that all the powers and authorities contained in 


pound for his trouble in aſſeſſing and collecting that tax and the Sun- 


who . or refuſe to pay the ſame, ſhall be applied to the addi- 
tional tolls hereby authoriſed to be taken as fully and effectually, as if 
the ſaid powers and authorities had been hereby repeated and re- enacted; 
which money ariſing from the tax upon funday tolls, ſhould be 
paid by the overſeer, into the hands of the county clerk and treaſurer 
and conſtitute part of the caſual aud contingent fund herein before 


mentioned. (See Mete, No. 8.) 


FRIENDLY SOCIETYS. 


To enact for the purpoſe of encouragin ſobriety, labour, and in- 
auſtry, chat in all caſes where friendly clubs or ſocieties, have heap 


fuch turnpike acts, for collecting ſuch tolls, and puniſhing perſons 
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exceeding one e. per week, to be paid to every poor perſon wh 


he is a member, for ten years or more, ſo 
ſhall from ficknefs, lameneſs, or other, infirmaties, by the rules of 


who not eam more than 58, per · week, two-pence:;..who earn 


( 18 ) 
eſtabliſhed under ſuch rules, orders, and tögulationz, 5s ſhall be ap- 
proved by the county committee, after they have been tranſmitted 
to them, by the preſident, maſter, ſteward, or other perſon; who.ſhall 


then be at the head of ſuch club or ſociety, the eounty committee 


ſhould have power to order ſuch ſum as they ſhall think proper, not 
ſhall have contributed to the fund belonging to the ſociety whereof 

ſo long. as ſuch poor perſon 
the ſaid ſociety, | be entitled to à weekly allowanee out of the 
fund or box of fuch ſociety, over and above the allowance which 


be ſhall receive from the ſaid club or ſociety, and ſhall direct 
the ſame to be paid by their treaſurer, out of the caſual or contin- 
© yent fund, hereby iſhed | . 8 


And to enact as « further davbutagentent of the ſaid friendly fo. 


cieties, that as ſoon as any new club or ſociety ſhall be eſtabliſhed, 


conſiſting of one hundred members or more, and the rules and orders 


made for the government of them, ſhall be tranſmitted to, and ap- 


proved and confirmed by the county committee; they may direct 
their treaſurer to pay to the ſteward of every ſuch ſociety, any ſum 
they may think fit, not exceeding 20l. on having ſecurity given for 
the due application thereof, in ai of the beneyolent purpoſes of ſuch 
oclety. , | | I 


e died that after the'riiles and orders of any club or friendly fo- 


ciety, ſhall have been approved and confirmed by the county com- 
mittee, they ſhould be enforced; the weekly contributions and 
forfeitures to be incurred, duly paid, and in caſe of default, the 
maſter who employs ſuch defaulter, ſhould be. required on application 
from the ſteward or treaſurer of the ſociety to pay it in three days 


" after ſuch application, and deduct it out of the earnings of ſuch de- 


faulter, or to forfeit double the ſum for every neglect. 


That a certain time ſhould be limited by the act, within which every 
Journeyman and labourer, and alſo every male ſervant, of the age of 
fourteen 2 or upwards, ſhould either procure himſelf to be admit- 
ted into ſome friendly ſociety, in the neighbourhood where he lives, or 
the maſter of every ſuch ſervant, journeyman, or labourer, ſhould af- 
ter that time, be compell'd to pay, and deduct out of his wages or 
earnings, the weekly ſums following, viz. for every ſuch ſervant, 
whoſe annual wages does not exceed 51. two-pence; to every ſuch ſer- 
vant, whoſe annual wages exceed Bi and do not amount to 10l. per 


annum, three-pence; and to every ſuch ſervant, whoſe wages exceed 


101. per annum, four-pence per week; and. every ſuch journeyman, 


more 
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moro than 58. and not more than 10s, per week, three-pence per week ; 


and every ſuch journeyman who earns 158. per week, or more, 
four-pence per week ; and eyery ſuch labourer who does not earn more 
than 5s. per week, two-pence; and who earns 13 r week, and not 


more than 78. 6d. per Week, three-pence ; and who earns 108. pet 
week, or more, four-pence per week ; all which weekly ſums, from 
every ſuch ſervant, journeymen, and labourer, ſhould be aſſeſſed and 
collected by the overſeer of the poor of the pariſh, or place where every 
ſuch perſon reſides, and paid or accounted for monthly, or quarterly, 
to the treaſurer of the county, and applied by him in aid of the poors 


That as diſputes may ariſe about the quantum of the charge, or the 


| payment, there ſhould be a committee of three perſons, annually ap- 


pointed, in every -pariſh by ballot, to hear and determine the ſame, 


Io enact that the county treaſurer who receives the weekly earnings 
from the journeymen, labourers, and ſeryants, ſhall keep a ſeperate ac- 
count of them for each diſtrict, and the perſons from whom ſuch earnin 

are received, ſhould be reliey'd when their neceſſities require it, within 
the diftri& where they reſide, in ſuch manner as the other paupers are, 
untill they procure themſelves to be admitted into ſome friendly ſoci- 
ety ; and whenever they ſhall be ſo admitted, and a certificate thereof 
produc'd, the ſums which ſhall have been received on their account, 
ſhould be forthwith paid to the treaſurer of ſuch' ſociety, for the uſe 
and benefit of the members thereof, after deducting thereout what 
ſhall appear to have been paid by the overſeer, for the relief of any 
ſuch perſon from the time he ſo contributed thereto, (See note, No. 13.) 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


To enact, that for inſtilling principles of religion into the minds 
of poor children, and for inflruQin them in their religious and mo- 
ral duty, in the early part of life, and to encourage the ſunday 
ſchools, which have been eſtabliſhed under the patronage, and at the 


expence of many reſpectable perſons, the county committee ſhould 


procure from ſome clergynian, a compoſition or collection of ſuch. 


oks, as may be fit for thoſe purpoſes, and cauſe them to be print- 
ed at the county expence, nE a ſufficient number of them to be 
placed in the hands of every diſtri agent, and to be ſent by him to 
the patrons of thoſe ſchools, upon their requeſt in writing, ſpecifyin 
the number they want; and thoſe patrons ſhould diſtribute them amon 
on poor children, in ſuch manner as they ſhall think fit. (See note 
be O. 9, 


C CHARITABLE 


. 
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The county Committee ſhould, after inſpecting the reports made 
by the diſtrict committee, inveſtigate all ſuch matters, reſpecting the 
charitable-donations, as ſhould appear doubtful or obſcure in the re- 
turns made, and be enabled to call for ſuch further evidence as may be 
neceflary to explain them; and if there is juſt cauſe to ſuſpect any 
fraud or concealment, they ſhould be empowered to purſue ſuch legal 


- methods, as the law allows, for making ſuch diſcoveries, panifung 


the offenders, and enforcing the objects of ſuch donations. And 
it ſhall appear to them that there are any eſtates in land or money, 


which had been given to charitable purpoſes, and the profits or pro- 


duce of them have been withheld, they ſhould direct ſuch proſecu- 
tions as may be effectual for recovering the ſame, and applying them to 
the uſes pointed out or intended by the Donor; and in caſes where the 
rofits and produce of ſuch charitable donations ſhall appear to have 
en received, by perſons who have not accounted for them, nor have 
any. Tight to retain them, for their own uſe. Or if it ſhall appear, that 
the uſes to which ſuch charities were given, are from any accident or 
circumſtance become incapable of taking effect, the county committee 
in eyery ſuch caſe, ſhould have power to direct their treaſurer to re- 
eceive the ate thereof, and apply it under their direction, for the 
purpoſes of placing out poor children as apprentices to tradeſmen of 
credit and character, and in giving every ſuch child a ſum of money, 
towards ſetting him up in trade when his apprenticeſhip expires, if his 
behaviour has been ſuch as to deſerve it. | 


COUNTY RATES. 


In order to introduce proper economy, and to raiſe the ſums which 
may be neceſſary for the ſeveral purpoſes to which county rates are ap- 
plicable, and to prevent trouble and expence in collecting them, and 
all frauds and abuſes in applying the ſame,—The act ſhould direct 
that the county commitrees, at their reſpective quarterly Meetings, 
ſhould order ſuch ſums to be raiſed, as they ſhall judge neceſſary (after 
enquiring from the clerk of the peace, treaſurer, and other proper 
officers, capable of giving information) by the overſeers of the poor, 
in the proportions before expreſſed reſpecting the poor, for the purpoſes 
of repairing and maintaining of county bridges, county goals, and 
houſes of correction, and for paſſing of vagrants, for payments to 
the militia, and ſuch other public purpoſes to which county rates 
have been uſually applied; which ſums ſo to be raiſed, ſhould be paid 
by the overſeers, into the hands of the diſtri agent, and by him 
tranſmitted. to the county treaſurer, for the ſeveral purpoſes directed 


by this act. 
: The 
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COUNTY CLERK and TREASURER. 


The act to direct that the county clerk and treaſurer ſhall pay, and 
apply all the money he ſhall receive from the county rates, and alſo 
all the other money ariſing from the ſaid cafual and contingent fund, 
to ſuch perſons, for ſuch purpoſes, and in ſuch manner as he ſhall 
from time to time be directed by the county committee, 


He ſhould alſo be required to give fuch ſecurity for his duly ac- 
counting for the money which ſhall come to his hands, as the 
county committee ſhall direct. He {ſhould conſtantly attend the 
meetings of the county committee, and lay before them the reports 
from the diſtrict committees. He ſhould alſo lay before them, a 
ſtate. of the general accounts, ſhewing what money has been collec- 
ted and paid, within each diſttict, and what remains in the” hands 


of each diſtrict agent. | 
He ſhonld carefully and punctually diſcharge the ſeveral duties laid 
upon him by the act, and enter and keep in ſeperate books one di- 
ſtinct account of money received and paid, in reſpect of the poor; 
another of money received and paid in reſpect to the matters to which 
the county rates had been uſually applied; and another in reſpect of 
the ſaid caſual and contingeat funds, | | Went 


He ſhould alſo make up all his accounts, and lay them before the 
county committee, at the end of each quarter, and ſhould particu- 
larly ſtate to them the ſums of money then remaining in his 
hands, upon each of the ſaid accounts; all which accounts ſhould 
be fairly tranſcribed, and laid before the county committee at their 
quarterly meetings, for their inſpection and conſideration, and if ap- 
proved, they ſhould allow them. | „ 


A. LE HOUSES 


In order to reduce the number of inferior ale-houſes, which are for 
the moſt part, kept by very mean perſons, and are the general ſources 
of idleneſs, debauchery, and poverty. To enact that from and after 
the firſt day of September, 1787, no licence ſhall be granted to any 
perſon for keeping an ale-houſe, inn, or viftualling-kouſe, unleſs it 
ſhall appear by a certificate from the commiſſioners, or ſome proper 
officer of the excife, that the perſon to whom ſuch licence is to be 
granted, or the perſon who was licenc'd to the ſame houſe, for the year 
next preceeding, had paid duty for, or fold fifty barrels of ale, at leaft, 
for which duty had been paid. And further to enact, that to make up 
the deficiency which may be occaſion'd in the duty of excife, upon 


ale or beer, by ſuch reduction of the number of ale-houſes, there ſhall 
B 2 | be 
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be paid to his majeſty an additional duty of 20s. upon every licence 
to fel ale, which ſhall be granted in future. 


And the county committee ſhould be directed to order a payment 


to his majeſty, and his ſucceſſors, out of the ſaid caſual and contingent 
fund, at the end of every year, of a further ſum, which ſhall be equal 
to one half the duty which was paid within each county, from the 


houſes ſo to be reduced, in the year ending the th day of Jah, 1787. 


And for the information of the juſtices of peace, who are by law to 


the licences for ſuch ale-houſes, the proper officer of the exciſe, 
hould be directed to ſend a liſt of the names of all ſuch perſons, as appear 
by the exciſe books, or from information which the commiſſioners of 
exciſe ſhall receive, upon a proper requiſition for that purpoſe from 
the exciſe officers, within the ſeveral diviſions in each county; to have 
paid duty for no more than fifty barrels of ale, or beer, in the year pre- 


ceeding, (ſec note No. 10.) | 
rr DET $ 


In order to prevent the evils ariſing from poor perſons contracting 
debts, which they are not able to pay, and the frequent imprifonment 
of their perſons and ſeizure of their for ſuch debts, by which 
they and their families become chargeable to the pariſh. 


To enact, that if any journeyman, ſervant, or labourer ſhall con- 
tract a debt to the amount of 408. or upwards, no writ, or other legal 
proceeding ſhall be iſſued or had againſt ſuch perſon for the recovery 
thereof, which may affect either his liberty or his property. (See note, 


Ne. 11. 
F VAGRANCY. 


In order to prevent vagrancy, the bill may enact, that no perſon 
wha has-a wife, child, or children, chargeable to any pariſh or place, 
ſhall be permitted to leave them, and to reſide in any other pa- 
riſh or = at the diftance of five miles, without firſt obtaining a 
certificate, or teſtimonial in writing, under the hand of the overſeer 
of the poor of the pariſh or place where he ſo reſides, ſpecifying the 
cauſes of his departure from ſuch pariſh or place, and the name of 


the pariſh or place to which he intends going, the rout or courſe he 


means to take, and alſo the time when he purpoſes to return to his 
family, which teſtimonial ſhould be allowed by the diſtri agent, by 
Tong indorſed thereupon, and ſigned by him, before it ſhall have 
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Alfo to enaR, that if any perſon ſhall depart from his wife or fa- 
mily, without firſt obtaining ſuch teſtimonial, or if any perſon able 
to work and maintain his family, ſhall not work to the extent of his 
ability, but live in a habit of idleneſs, and ſuffer his Wife, child, or 
children, to be chargeable to the parith or place where they are ſet- 
tled or reſide, he ſhould, upon complaint made to a juſtice of peace, 
if the facts above alledged are proved, be committed to the houſe of 
correction, and there kept to hard labour three months for the firſt 
offence, ſix months under cloſe confinement for the ſecond offence, and 
for the third offence, he ſhoald (if able to ſerve his majeſty as a ſol- 
dier) be compelled to ſerve. as a ſoldier in ſome garriſon or place be- 
yond the ſeas, for five years; and if not able to ſerve his majeſty in 
that capacity, he ſhould be confined acloſe priſoner, in ſuch houſe of 
correction, and kept to hard labour for 12 months, and afterwards 
ſhould continue ſo confined and employed, untill he ſhall find ſureties 
for his future good behavionr. » | 


To ena that if the overſeer of the poor, or any conſtable, head- 
borough, watchman, beadle, or other peace officer ſhall ſee any per- 
ſon begging, or aſking alms, or charity from door to door, or in any 
ſtreet or highway, he ſhould be required to apprebend and convey 
him immediately to ſome juſtice of peace, who ſhould on proof of the 
fact, commit every ſuch perſon to the houſe of correction, there to be 
kept to hard labour, if able to work, for any time not exceeding 
three calender months; and if any perſon who 1s not a peace officer, 
ſhall ſee any ſuch perſon in the ſituation before deſcribed, he ſhould 
be empowered to apprehend and deliver him into the hands of ſome 
conſtable, or other peace officer, who ſhould be required to take him 
before a magiſtrate, and the perſon who apprehended him ſhould at- 
tend as a witneſs, and the juſtice on proot of the complaint, ſhould 
proceed in the manner before directed. d | 


To ena that privy ſearches ſhould be made by the conſtable, and 
other peace officers, whenever directed by warrant from a juſtice of 
peace; and that all perſons who ſhall be found on ſuch ſearches, who 
do not give a good account of themſelves, but fhall appear to be 
idle and diſorderly perſons, ſhould be apprehended and taken before 
a juſtice of peace, and if he ſees juſt cauſe, he may commit them to 
the houſe of correction or ſome other place to be employed in hard 
labour, untill they ſhall have earned ſufſicient to defray the expences 
of conveying them to the place where their friends live, or where 
they are likely to gain an honeſt ſubſiſtance, and then the juſtice 
ſhall ſend them by order, from diſtrict to diſtrict, till they arrive at 
fach place, ſuch order to be directed to the conftable, or headborough 
in the firſt pariſh within the diſtriet, and fo ſucceffively. , 

BURGLARY 
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The bill ſhould alſo enact that whenever a burglary or felony ſhall 
have been committed, notice thereof ſhall be immediately given to 
the conſtable,” or other peace officer of the pariſh or place where the 
offence was committed, who ſhould be required - forthwith to appre- 
hend the offender, or to cauſe ſearch to be made for him immediately, 
from pariſh to pariſh within the diſtrict; and if not found, to get a 
deſcription of his perſon, and to cauſe the ſame: to be printed, with 
his crime, and purſue him by hue and ery from diſtri& to diſtrict, till 
he ſhall be apprehended; in which hue and cry every diſtrict agent, 
overſeer, conſtable, and peace officer, ſhould be required to give his 
beſt aſſiſtance. That when taken, he ſhould be proſecuted by the agent 
of the diſtrict, wherein the offence was, committed, and the expences 
charged to the county treaſurer, and paid by him out of the ſaid caſual 
and contingent fund. That if the offender ſhould not be apprehended 
within three months from the time the offence was committed, the in- 
habitants of ſuch pariſh or place ſhould incur a forfeiture of 5l. (if it 
was à capital offence, and 21. 10s. if an inferior offence). to be re- 
covered by the overſeer of the poor, and paid into the hands of the 
county treaſurer, for the benefit of the ſaid caſual and contingent 
fund; and if not paid, to be levied by diſtreſs and ſale, upon the 
goods and chattles of the ſeveral owners and occupiers of lands and 
tenements within ſuch pariſh and place, in the proportions they are to 
contribute to the poors rates, by virtue of this act. (ſee note No. 12.) 


That if any perſon ſhall be found begging in the manner herein- 
before deſcribed, within any pariſh or place, and ſhall not be appre- 
hended and proſecuted in the manner herein before directed, the inha- 
bitants of ſuch pariſh and place ſhall incur a forfeiture of 40s. for every 
ſuch neglect, to be recovered, paid and applied in the manner and for 
the purpoſes before mention'd, reſpecting felons, 


That the like method of hue and cry ſhould be purſued for diſcover- 

ing and apprehending all perſons who run away from their wives or 
children, and leave them chargeable to the pariſh or place where they 
were ſettled or refided. | 


To enact, That the juſtices of peace ſhall have power to ſummon 
any perfon who makes default in payment of any of the rates and aſ- 
ſeſſments authoriſed to be raiſed by virtue of the act, and if they do 
not ſhew good cauſe for their refuſal, to levy the ſame upon their 

oods and chattels by warrant of diſtreſs and ſale, — And that there 
ſhall be a power of appcal to the quarter ſeſſions, as to any inequa- 
lity in the aſſeſſment. | That 


r 
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That they ſhall alſo have power by the like. means to enforce:the 
payment of any forfeiture or penalty incurred by virtue of this act. 4 


. 
4. 


That in order to have the proviſions of this act duly attended to, 
and enforced, returns of the money raiſed and expended within each 
county and diſtrict, ſnould be made quarterly, by the direction, and 
under the inſpection of the ſeyeral diſtrict, and county committers, 
to a perſon, in London, duly qualified for the employment, who 
ſhould be allowed a clerk or” clerks to affiſt him, in iniſpecting, di- 
geſting, and arranging the ſeveral accounts of each diſtrict and eoun- 
ty, in ſuch method and order, that the ſeveral members of parlia- 
ment, and other perſons intereſted in the proſperity of this under- 
taking, may have acceſs to them, and ſee the progreſs of the work: 
The perſon who is to keep ſuch office, ſhould be elected by ballot, in 
London, and fos that purpoſe each county committee ſhould nomi- 
nate one perſon, to poll at ſuch ballot, and the perſons ſo nominat- 
ed ſhould fix the ſalaty fot the perſon ſo to be electeeee. 


Powers ſhould be inſerted for the diſtrict committees to bind out 
poor childen apprentice, to trade or huſbandry, and to take proper 
covenants from the maſters for their care and inſtruction; alſo to al- 
low thoſe bound to trades ſomething towards putting them into buſi- 
neſs, when their time expires, if their behaviour deſerves it. Alfo 
powers for the governors of work-houſes, and other officers appoint- 
ed under this act, to ſet up any trade, for employing the poor peg- 
ple by the direction of the committee. " r 


The ſeveral powers and directions given [by 43. Eliz. c. 2, by 7 Jam. 
1. c. 3, by 3 Ann, c. 6, by 4 ann. c. 19. by 8 Ann, c. 9, by 20 G. 2, 
c. 19, concerning apprentices, and by the 7 ſec. of 43 Eliz. for obliging 
parents and children to relieve each other. By the 5 G. 1, c. 8, 
to overſeers, for receiving the rents and profits of eſtates, and to 
ſeize the goods of perſons who run away, leaving their wife, child, or 
children, chargeable to the pariſh. By 43 Eliz. c. 2, ſec. 3. 
to - juſtices to rate other pariſhes, within the hundred, in aid of 
any pariſh much burdened with poor, and for obliging the overſeers 
to account for ſuch money. By the 43 Eliz. c. 2. 1. 5. for authoriſ- 
ing the overſeers, with the conſent of the lords of manors, to build 
habitations for poor people, on the waſtes or commons. By 9 Geo. I. 
c. 7. for authoriſing overſeers to hire houſes, to employ and lodge poor 
perſons in. By the 18 Eliz. c. 3. 3 Car. I. c. 5, 12. 13. Car. Il. c. 12. 
ſ. 19. 7 James I. c. 4. 6 Geo. II. c. 31. reſpecting proviſions for baſ- 
tard children, and the puniſhment of their parents. By the 17 Geo. II. 
c. 5, concerning women delivered of children in places they do not be- 
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to. By the 17 Geo. II. c. 37. concerning the lands. 
to be rated to the poor, and for publiſhing the poor's 
in the church, after they ſhall be made and allowed. By the 
II. c. 38, and 43 Eliz. c. 2. ſ. 2. concerning poar's 
the overſeers accounts. By the 43 Eliz. c. 2. 11 Geo. 2. 
18. and 38. the 8. 9. Wil. III. c. zo. the 17th Geo. II. c. 38. 
ing the making aſſeſſments, and appeals thereto, and the wth 
the money by the overſeers, and alſo the levying of fines, penal- 
» and-forteitures; by the 9 G. 1. c. 7. the 16 G, I. c. 18, the 
26 Geo. II. c. 27. concerning the powers of juſtices of peace, in 
executing the ſaid laws; by the 8. and 9. W. III. concerning the 
wearing of ; and by . 17 Geo, c. concerning rogues, 
„and other idle and diſorderly perſons, (commonly called 
the Vagrant act] ſhould be duly examined and conſidered, the ſub- 
ſtance of ſuch parts of them as may be found neceſſary to promote 
Ie es of this bill, and which are not already included in its 
viſions, ſhould be formed into a ſeperate bill, and the whole of 
thoſe acts repealed by ſuch new at, in order to prevent trouble and 


- | Befides the repeal of the ads above-mentioned, there may alſo be 
repealed, as becoming uſeleſs and unneceſſary, in conſequence of the 
: ations here made, the ſeveral acts following, viz. 3. and 4. of 
+ and M. c. 11. 13. and 14 of Car. II. c. 12. 3 of Ja. II. c. 
255 9 of Geo. I. c. 7. 8. 9 of W. III. c. 30. 9 and 10 of W. 
C. It. 12 of Ann c. 18. and 3 of Geo. II. c. 29. concerning 
the relief, ſettlements, and removal of poor perſons. 
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1 will be moſt convenient that the Conte Gould be ine 


in the Act, by the knights, citizens, and burgeſſes of parliament 
within each county, if they can agree upon feven perſons qualified 
for the truſt, who are willing to accept it ; if not, another Bill may 


be brought in, immediately after the ſecond reading of the firſt, and 


paſſed in a ſhort time, for the ſole purpoſe of procuring an election of 
commiſſioners in every county, &c. by ballot, which may be made 
at the next Epiphany uarter ſeſſion, or at an adjournment thereof, 
for that ſpecial Foes e (ſuch ſeſſion or adjournment, may be holden 
in the months of January or February next;) and the names of the 
commiſſioners ſo to be elected, may be returned to Parliament and 
inſerted in the Bill, before it paſſes the committee- of the houſe. of 
commons. | N Sr : | | 


The folfowing mode for the ballot is ſubmitted" to confideration,. 
viz, the act may direct that the juſtices of Peace who may be preſent 
at the next Epiphany quarter ſeſſion, or ſuch adjournment as ſhall be 
made thereof, ſhould proceed to take the ballot of the ſeyeral perſons 
then aſſembled, having each of them an eſtate in lands, &c. of ſuch 
a deſcription as ſhall be mentioned in the act, of the clear yearly va- 
lue of 100l. except within the principality of Wales, or county of 
Rutland, and of the clear yearly value of Bol. within that principa - 
lity and county: and that every perſon who ſhall ſo ballot ſhall de- 
liver in the names of ſeven perſons, who are ſeized of eſtates, free- 
hold, or copyhold, of the clear yearly value of zool. except within 
the principality of Wales, and county of Rutland, and of the clear 
yearly value of 150l. within that principality. and county. | 


The act alſo may direct, that the clerk. of the peace, within every 
limit, ſhall-take the ballot, and that the juſtices ſhall appoint two 
gentlemen prefent, to be the ſcrutineers, to caft up the poll, and re- 
port the ſame to the juſtices, who may be directed to adjourn” the 
ſeſſion to the next, or ſome ſubſequent day, in order to receive from 
the ſcrutineers the names of the perſons elected, and they ſhould 
forthwith return them to the clerk of the houſe of commons. ; 
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It is apprehended the.. commiſſioners. (who will be perſons moſt re- 
ſpectable in character and fortune, and elected from different parts of 
of the county) whilſt they are making the neceſſary enquiries for form- 


ing the diſtricts, will very eaſily collect ſuch information as may _—_ 
| able 


(8 
able them to judge what will be à proper falary for each diſtrict 
agent ; and alſo what will be a-proper qualification for the committee 
men in each diſtrict, and for thoſe who are to elect them, as theſe 
qualifications may be neceſſary to be varied according to the cireum- 
— and ſituation of the ſeveral diſtricts, and likewiſe what will be 
the moſt convenient time and place for taking the fitſt ballot for the 
diſtrict committee. . e Weg 5 


The ſubſequent annual ballot will be taken at a certain time and 
place, in the manner directed by the act 


In the cities of London and Weſtminſter, and other great towns, 
where there are very large pariſhes, not incorporated by act of par- 
liament, the commiſſioners ſhould have power to make ſuch pariſhes 
ſeperate diſtricts, or unite them with others for that purpoſe; as the 
proviſions of the a& will be found to operate very conveniently in all 
ſuch caſes; and the diſtrict agent will be in the ſame fittation as a 
veſtry clerk now is, within the cities of London and Weſtminſter. 


' No. 3. p. 6. 
There are many things to be inſerted in the appendix, which ean- 
not be ready to accompany this, but will be prepared hereafter, - 


No. 4. Page 7. 


It is not intended by this act, to ſubject the pariſhes to great ex- 
pences in erecting woxk-houſes, or public buildings, at firſt, but rather 
o make uſe of the beſt which are already provided, and hire ſuch | 
further buildings as may be neceſſary, and it is hoped that in the 
future progreſs of it, the arrangement will be ſuch, as will prevent any 
great expence on this account, within the ſeveral diſtricts; but ſome 
county buildings as hereafter pointed out, may in time, when 

the utility of this plan ſhall be made evident, be thought prudent to 
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It may be proper to have a table annexed as an appendix to the act, 
ſhewing the quantum, that each diftri& and alſo each pariſh and place, 
will be obliged to contribute to any given ſum, to be raiſed by the 
whole county, in proportion to the medium of the three years expen- 
ces of the poor, when ſettled and adjuſted for the ſame County, in 
the manner directed by the Bill, Ben TITS aft 540 


#.# 


* 


— 


No. 6. 


(4) ER 
No. 6. p. 11. | 8 


I This ſalary to the conſtable, it is hoped will appear a very proper 
application of part of the contingent fund; as if that officer is judi- 
ciouſly appointed, and his duty well executed, it will be the moſt 

_ effefAual means of putting an end to vagrancy, and very much facili- 


tate the ſalutary purpoſes of this a4, 
| No. 7. p. 16. 


Theſe allowances to the overſeer, for collecting the forfeitures, pe- 
nalties, and taxes, will, it is apprehended, be a ſufficient induce- 
ment to an active ſenſible man, to undertake that office, which is of 
very great importance in the execution of the purpoſes of the act; 
but if in any ſuch pariſhes or places they ſhould not be thought ſuffi- - 
cient, thoſe who elect him are impowered to add a ſmall annual al- 
lowance, at the time he is eledte t. = es ERS 


| No. 8. p. 17 
_ This tax upon dogs, and the Sunday talls will operate with a do- 
ble aſpeR ; at the . time correcting abuſes, and affording a reve- 
nue to be applied for the moſt ſalutary purpoſes, which will recom- 
mend them very much to the public, and it is hoped meet with the 
approbation and countenance of the legiſlature. | i 


No. 9. Page 19. 


The maſters and miſtrefles who are to inſtruct the poor children, are 
at preſent paid by patrons and benefactors, and it ſeems proper that it 
mould be fo continued, as they will by that means have more in- 

fluence over ſuch inſtructors, and be better enabled to keep them to a 
proper diſcharge of their duty ; therefore the encouragement from the 
county committee is only applied to Books, 5 5 


No. 10, p. 22. 


This Regulation reſpectin ting alehouſes it is apprehended may be 
made with very little IEF aye is efſentially neceſſary as a founda- 


tion to the reform propoſed by the at. —It will be the means of ſop- 


preſſing many diſorderly Houſes, and thereby preventing much miſ- 


chief. Thoſe alſo who obtain Licences, will have their conduct ſtri - 


ly inſpefied,. as it will be the duty of the overſeers to proſecute and 


* * 


enforce the penalties of the recognizances againit all perſons, who 


keep diſorderly houſes, 


The 


630 
No. 11. p. 22. 


This wull prevent perſons contracting debts at ale-houſes, or other- 
wiſe, which they haye not the means of paying. It will be a ſpur to 
their induſtry, to get by their labour money, to buy what they may 
| have occaſion for, and if they are induſtrious, and preſerve good cha- 
raters, they will moſt probably procure friends, to lend them fo much 


as their real neceſſity may require, if it exceed 40s. 
No. 12. p. 24. 


It is hoped under the late acts, all the houſes of corre d ion in the 
kingdom, will be put under ſuch regulations, as will make that pu- 
niſhment inflicied by hard labour and confinement there, effect ual to 
reform the offender, and prevent a repetition of the offence, and 
that the hue and cry will be the means under the ſeveral regulations 
of this act, of diſcovering and dete:ting all offenders againſt the law. 


No. 13. p. 19. 

It is hoped the inducement here offered for ſervants, journeymen, 
and labourers, to procure themſelves to be entered in ſome. of the 
triendly ſocieties or clubs, will move them by a laudable pride to pre- 
fer the proviſions they will be entitled to under thoſe ſocieties when 
oppreſſed with ſickneſs and infirmity, to, pariſh relief or confinement 
in work houſes, and as thoſe contributions will be paid by the maſ- 
ters, there will be very little trouble in carrying that part of the plan 


into execution. 


It ſeems neceſſary, to have a general a? to eſtabliſh certain rules, or- 
ders and regulations for the government of all thoſe ſocieties and clubs, 
which ſhould be ſettled and adjuſted upon the beſt plan, which can be 
colle ned from thoſe now ſubſiſting, or which can be formed upon 


that ſubje a, by the beſt advice after a very full conſideration. 


- 
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Mr. Gilbert on his return from arr excurſion into the north, pro- 
cir'd, a few copies of this bill to be printed at Mancheſter, in order 
to he circulated amongſt ſome gentlemen of knowledge and experi- 
ence upon the ſubject; from whom he hopes for the favour of recet- 
ving ſuch obſervations, as may enable him to make it more perfect; 
after which he propoſes to reprint and fend it to the ſeveral members 
of both houſes of parliament, that they may have opportunity of 
conſidering 1t previous to their meeting in the next ſeſſion. 


